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INTRODUCTION. 


Proving, among other Matters, that our Great= 
[Grand-Mother Eve was a Free-Thinker. 


SES OTwiTSTANDING diverſe Trea- 
tiſes have been publiſhed, ſince the 
glorious Revolution which happen- 
ed in Great-Britain, under the 
Reign of King James II, to ex- 
poſe the Clergy's Uſurpations, and 
to ſpread abroad the Opinions of Free-Thinkers, 
yet there has not appeared any Author who has 
undertaken to give us a regular and impartial 
Hiſtory of the Diſputes between the Contending 
B Parties; 
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( 10 ) | 
Parties; that is to ſay, between the Partiſans of 
Human Reaſon, and the Sticklers for the Sacer- 
 dotal Profeſſion, or Prieſthood : Tho, as ſhall be 
proved in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe, the Diffe- 
rence of their Principles was, and is, the true and 
only Cauſe of all thoſe Diviſions which have been 
ſo long reigning among Men, and of thoſe Diſ- 
tinctions for which the ſeveral Sets are, to this 
very Day, furiouſly conteſting. 
TEE Term of Free-Thinking ſeems to be new, 
tho' the Thing is, perhaps, as od as the World 
itſelf; and a very knowing Writer of our Party 
would infallibly have ſucceeded better, had he 
advanced, That the Freedom of Thinking, and not 
Chriſttanity *, had been as old as the Creation : 
For, I can very readily prove it ſo to be. 
EVE, that original Mother of Mankind, 
did ſhe not think freely, when, at the Serpent's 
Perſuaſion, ſhe eat the Apple? The Truth is, 
] agree, that Eve would have done abundantly 
better, had ſhe never meddled with it ; becauſe, 
then ſhe would not have incurred any Chaſtiſe- 
ment : But it does not, however, appear, that 
the Almighty cenſured her for making free Uſe 
of her Reaſon, tho' that free Liberty was the fa- 
tal Cauſe of her Diſobedience. Thus Eve, who 
(according to Moſes) was the Mother of all Fleſh, 
was alſo Mother to the Free-Thinkers. I 
- Havixdg here ſhewed the Origin of our Ad- 
mirable Sea, I muſt acquaint the Reader, that 


* See Tindal's CHR18TIANITY as Old as the CREATION. 
+ It muſt be noted, that Free-Thinkers admit all Scripture Paſ- 
{ages which ſeem to favour their Opinion. | 


my 


( 
) 
my Intention was next to have given a Defini- 


tion of our Faith, with a ſhort Syſtem of our 
Doctrine, and from thence to have paſſed on to 


a Recital of the Sacerdotal Profeſſion, Frieſthood, 


or Prieſtcraft : But, having ca nally opened my 
Mind to a certain Friend, who had long meditat- 
ed on theſe important M atters, he communicat- 
ed to me his Sentiments in Writing; and, not- 
withſtanding the Errors of Education had, as 
may be rel, made a ſtrong Impreſſion up- 
on his Mind, nevertheleſs, as there is ſomething 
very curious in his Manner of Concluſion, I dare 


ſay, that his Argument will not es the 
Reader. 
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CHAP. I. 


A curious Letter to the Author, ſhewing the true 


Origin of the Free-Thinking SECT; the vile 


Prattiſes kg Prieſts, with a thorough Exami- 
nation of t ſeveral pretended Revelations. 


* Erro N, or the Action of adoring 
> 2 SUPREME Power (lays this Friend 


of mine) is ſo natural a Conſequence 
of believing in one, and ſuch Behef 


« is fo comformable to our Reaſon, that we ſee 
« not any Nation ſo ſavage, nor People ſo bar- 
« barous, as not, in ſome Senſe, to have acknow- 
* ledged | a Divnity, and conſequently, to have 

B 2 =: payed 
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(12 ) 
64 payed Adoration thereto. When, by a deplo- 
4 rable Effect of Mens Corruption and Ignorance, 
4 all Knowledge of the True Go p became ſophiſ- 
c ticated, ſundry new and ridiculous Notions took 
“Birth, and have prevailed: For, the People 
« denoting and obſerving the Beauty and regular 
« Motions of the Planets, together with that ap- 
parent Influence which they have upon Sublu- 
“ nary Bodies, did thence infer, that thoſe Ce- 
« leftial Orbs were Beings of a ſuper-excellent 
Nature, whereby all Things below were abſo- 
lutely governed and directed. "They looked 
© on them therefore as Deities; and adored them; 
and as the Cauſe of this Kind of Idolatry was 
<« ſpread every where, the Practiſe of it was al- 
« fo univerſal. | 
The principal Dogmas of the Egyptian con- 
« ſiſted in the ſuperſtitions Worſhip which they 
“gave to Js, Oſiris, Serapis, and ſome other fa- 
« bulous Divinities, whereof the Names and Fa- 
« bles are partly tranſmitted down to us by He- 
© rodotus *, Diodorus Siculus ꝶ, and Plutarch ||. 
« Beſides theſe, they likewiſe worſhiped Animals, 
c even ſome of the vileſt and moſt contemptible, 
« nay withal diverſe of the Plants, Sc. which 
grew in their Country. This Superſtition was 
wy thiefly grounded on the Metempſycoſes, or Tranſ- 
migration of the Soul; and this =—_ got 
C alfo great Footing in Europe, after Pythagoras 
< has learned it in Egyyt. a 


* Hiftor. lib. 2. 
I Biblioth. Hiſt. lib, 2. 
I] In his Treatiſe of Vs and Offris, 


« Princes; 


\ 


(213) 

Princes, who were the Founders of mighty 
« Empires, ſuch as Nimrod *, were firſt by their 
« Sncceſfors held in Veneration, and then adored 
by the Subjects. Families made Tutelar Gods 
« of the worthieſt Men among their Anceſtors +. 
Fear has likewiſe greatly contributed towards 
« the Creation of Divinities; ſince we ſee that 
far, Peſtitence, Sickneſs, with other terrible 
« Accidents, have taken place among the Num- 

ber of Celeſtial Powers. Such Adoration did 
very naturally introduce a Prieſthood : And as 
« Impreſſions of Religion always make Men do- 
© cileand obedient, Policy had a very conſide- 
„ rable Share in Eccleſiaftical Inſtitutions, and 
« forged Revelations commonly ſerved for In- 
« troductions to the Eſtabliſhment of Laws. 
In a Word, what has often been remarked con- 
cerning the Potentates of the remoteſt Times, 
« who united the Crown and Miter, is a ſtrong 
© Proof of their making this Uſe of Religion ; 
* knowing how eaſily and readily People ſubmit 
to what is taken to be the Ordinance of Inſpi- 
ration; whereas there would be great Difficulty 
« in bringing them to obey thoſe very Ordinan- 

: ces, did they believe them to be of mere hu- 

man Invention. 

With theſe Motives, Minos gave out to the 
8 Cretans,that he went down, from Time toTime, 
* into 7uprter's Cave, there to receive his Pre- 

« cepts,, and afterwards to inſtruct Mankind. 
8 His Imitator Lycurgns did the like: For he 


* He was worſhiped under the Name of Belus. | 
See Weemſe, of the four Degenerate Sons; p. 165. and Grotius 


De Verit. Chriſt. Relip. lib. 4: . 
cc 
oaſted 
5 


* 
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&« boaſted, that he had received the Laws, 
« which he eſtabliſhed among the Lacedemonians, 
« from the Propheteſs Pythia, in thoſe repeated 
„Voyages which he made to Delphos. Amphi- 
« araus, Tr ee Orpheus and _ eus, had 
& likewiſe Recourſe to the ſame Expedients. 


 « Zamolxis Pythagoreus uſed them with the Getz, 


« Achaicarus with the Boſphorans ; the Gymnoſo- 
E phiſts employed the like Artifice with the Ori- 
« ental Indians; the Magi, and thoſe who were 
« ftiled the Necromances *, the Lecanomances T, 
and the FHydromances ||, acted the fame with 
the Perſians, Aſ/yrians and Chaldeans**: And 
« finally, Numa, pretending to hold Conferences 
« with the Nymph Egyria, found Means to in- 
« troduce among the Romans a Religion, Cere- 
© monies, with a Priefthood, and thereby to re- 
* dnce a fierce warlike Nation to live peaceably 
under the Conſtraint of Laws r. f 
« But ſuch a good Uſe has not been always 
made of this Expedient: Mohammed, for In- 
« ſtance, under Pretext of frequent Interviews 
„with the Arch- Angel Gabriel, brought in 
* Necromancy is a Divination by dead Corpſes, which is made 
when any Tokens are obſerved on a Corpſe giving Room for ſome 
Prediction. „„ l 
I Lecanomanty, a Sort of Witchcraft made with a great Cauldron 


full of Water, on the Bottom whereof it was believed that Dzmons 


were wont to dance, Oc. 
|| Hydromancy, or Divination by Water, was made when it was 
- imagined that ſomething particular was ſeen in the Water. There 
were likewiſe Piromancy, /Eromancy, Sciomancy, Geomancy and Chi- 
romancy, among the Greeks: concerning all which ſee what is parti- 
culariſed by the learned Bath. Bekker, in his Monde Enchantt, lib. 1. 


cap. 3. 0 | 
_— See Strabo: Rerum Geograph. lib. 16, 
++ See Tit. Liv. and Plutarch, in Numa. 


80 among 


(25) 


among the Arabians, a new Religion, very pure 


« indeed, as to its Rites and Practiſe, but 
« which ſo flattered and indulged the Paſſions and 
« Senſes, that many of the Eaſtern People were 
glad to embrace it; and by ſo much the more 
« readily, as that pretended Prophet ſpread it 
abroad, Inquiſitor- like, Sword in Hand ®. 

« Sucn being the Sourle of theſe pretended 
_« Revelations, what are we to expect from thoſe 
Men deſtined for the Propagation thereof, but 
* Frauds and Impoſitions of a like Strain? With 
<« thoſe of a very remote Antiquity, Religion did 
not ſerve as an Inſtrument of Politics (as had 
been practiſed of latter Days) becauſe of the mean 
Condition of its Miniſters; but it was really in- 


ſtituted to that very End and Purpoſe f. For 
this Reaſon it was, that the Romans were ſedu- 
<« louſly careful to preſerve theſe Orders of Prieſts 


< which were propereſt to have Influence over 


„Peoples Minds, and to produce ſuch Effects as 


they defired. From the Body of the Patrici- 


ans it was they drew the Augurs and Pontifs, 


< who, being always united to the Senate, were 
extremely uſeful and neceflary to the State || ; 
J mean the Government: For they attracted 
the Peoples Veneration, not ſo much on Account 


© of their Birth, as by their particular Manner 
© of Life, and thro' the wonderful good Opinion 
they had of them, imagining them to be Inter- 


4 preters to their Gods, becauſe of the Divination 
by them profeſſed. 


6 


See Aboul-Feda, Fallaloddin, Al-Beidauvi, &C. 
+ See Pomp. Lætus, cap. De Augur. 
See Plutarch. 


COSI 


( 16 ) 
Wx may withal corjecture, that the famous 
“ Oracles of Greece ſerved likewiſe for the ſame 
« Deſign*, by the Sarcaſm made upon them, 
« affirming, That they were affiſted in their Di- 
« omations by King Philip of Macedon's Gold: 
« And notwithſtanding the Oracles Anſwers were 
always communicated to the People with abun- 
dance of Pomp and Solemnity, as public Sacri- 


© fices, Games, and Proceſſions, yet all this made 
< Impreſſions only on the weak Underſtandings 


of the Populace, which always faſten more on 
the glaring Appearances of Things than on their 
Reality; but the Illuſion carried no Weight 
« with Men whoſe Fund of ſolid Senſe inabled 
them to ſee into theſe myſterious Pageantries. 
« 'Thoſe Perſons, I ſay, who had attained the 
Knowledge of the OuNIroTEN IT, by contem- 
« plating his Works in the marvellous Conſtruc- 
« tion of the Univerſe, and by meditating on the 


« continual Proofs they had of his infinite Wiſ- 
dom, his boundleſs Power, and of his general 
Providence; theſe, I {ay again, ought neceſſa- 
« rily to concave far juſter and more elevated J- 


« deas of that Sur x EME BEING, and conſequent- 
ly to ſee the Abſurdity and Impicty of that 
« ridiculous Worſhip which was offered him. 
What had then thoſe Sages to do amidſt ſo ſu- 
« perſtitious a Populace ? How could they pro- 


<« ceed ? They were forced to ſhew Reſpect and 


« Veneration for the Religion of their Country, 
and to conceal their Sentiments, or at leaſt to 
communicate them to thoſe Idolaters in Terms 


* See Ant. van Dale's Hiſt. of Oracles, M. dc Fontanelle tranſ-  ' 
tated it into Freach, 5 | 


- * 


c equiyocal 


(17 ) 
equi vocal and obſcure, as moſt Philoſophers 
| « have done, to ayoid expoſing themſelves to the 
« furious Teal of Bigots; otherwiſe they muſt 
„have Recourſe to the Uſe of Reaſon and Argu- 
* ments openly to defend their Opinions, which 
« is often dangerous to attempt, under any Go- 
vernment whatſoever; the eſtabliſhed Religion 
being ſo neceſſary, and conſequently ſo facred 
.< to the State, that the leaſt Offer againſt it is 
looked on a Crime of High-Treafon, Divine 
and Human. Socrates was deprived of his Life, 
for decrying thoſe vulgar Divinities “; and A. 
“ riſtotie , on a bare Surmiſe of his not being 
< Orthodox, was perſecuted, and conſtrained to 
<« flee from Athens. 
A MODERN Author ||, highly admired by thoſe 
« of his Party, has placed Socrates, with ſeveral 
< other Great Men, as well Greeks as Romans, 
among the N umber of Free-Thinkers ; and, to 
ſpeak my Mind frankly, it ſeems to me, fo far 

Las I am capable of comprehending the Princi- 

E ples of the Seq, that in one Senſe he is not 
4 miſtaken: For, in Effect, the real Begining of 
the Se& ſhould be this, vg. Some of the 
« Pagan Myſteries were ſo very monſtrous, others 
2 0 ftupidly ridiculous, and the Conduct of their 
« Prieſts in general fo ſcandalous, that it was no 

great Difficulty for Men of Diſcernment to dit- 
4 coyer the Characters of Policy and Human 
« Frailty in theſe ſuppoſed Revelations, from the 
« infamous Uſes which were made of them. The 


..* See Dia. Laert. in his Life of Sovates. 


| + See P. Rapis in his Compariſen between Plato and drifole. 
Ant. C . 


C « Pagans 
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« Pagans thus being in ſo miſerable a Condition, 
< becauſe of their Ignorance, the wiſeſt Men * 
a among them looked on all theſe Divinities of 
105 <« theirs as a whimſical Production of Human Wit 
By < and Invention, and laughed at the Rapes com- 
in} <«< mitted by Jupiter, the Adulteries of Venus, the 
* Thelts of Mercury, &c. and began at length to 
.< abominate the Holy-Days, with the impious, 
© cruel, ſhameleſs, obſcene and ridiculous Cere- 
« monies which had been inſtituted in Honor of 
< thoſe falſe Deities. Thus far it is certain, that 
« the Procedure and Sentiments of thoſe Sages were 
< laudable; but we muſt needs blame them for 
[taking the Steps they did aſter being freed from 
« thoſe vulgar Errors: For, proud of their having 
« ſhaken off the Yoke of Superſtition F, and puffed 
up with their ſuperior Knowledge, each of them 
© was for eſtabliſhing his own particular Opinions, 
* as ſo many unerring Oracles in the World; and, 
without perceiving that they were full 28 groſs 
< and faulty, as contradictory to Reaſon as thoſe 
« which they had decried, they taught, That the 
« Univerſe was no other than a fortuitous Con- 
** courle of Atoms: That, if any Gods did exiſt 
«at all, they reſided in ſome unknown Places, 
© and in a perpetual Inaction, leaving the Direc- 
£ tion and Government of the World merely to 
« Chance, and to ſecond Canſes||: That the Ge- 


Ag Diogenes, Democritus, Epicurus, Plato, Socrates, Ariſtotle, &c. 
+ See Lucret. and Lucian. 
Plito gave the Name of Ideas to the Principles which flowed 
from the Divine Nature, which ſubſiſted therewith, and whereby all 
_ Things do ſubſiſt; each of them being a ſort of Image of that from 
| whence they all do proceed; inſomuch that they partake of the Na- 
| ture of their Original, and like unto the Principle from whence 
themſelves do flow. 


« neration 


IG 
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© neration of one Thing was formed from the 


Corruption of another: That true Wiſdom con- 
« ſiſted in knowing how to make good Uſe and 


00 Advantage of our Time while we lived, becauſe 


the Aſter- being was a mere Uncertainty: : And, 


| © finally, That Man's ſupreme Felicity was no 


* other than to injoy as much Pleaſure as he 


© could every Day, ſince he was not ture of ſur vi- 


6c ving till the Morrow . 

« You perceive, Sir, by what I have been ad- 
« yancing, that the Free-Thinkers of Antiquity, 
« differed not in Principles from our Modern Free- 
* Thinkers, and that conſequently Mr. Collins was 
* not in the Wrong to argue, That the Great 
Men of our Days have ſucceeded thoſe Heroes 
« of the moſt diſtant Ages, and have inherited 
their irradicable Averſion to Revelation and 
« the Prieſthood ; with this Difference, that the 


« Free-Thinkers of Antiquity had all imaginable 


* Reaſon to exclaim againſt the ſuperſtitious Wor- 
0 ſhip of their Times, a Worſhip which autho- 
« riſked the maſt enormous Vices; whereas the 
«* Moderns + blaſpheme a Religion truly Divine, 
« which leads Mankind to Goodneſs and Virtuc, | 
* and which was inſtituted among them, to no 
* other End than to render them completely 
CC happy. 
WIS I could alſo lay, in order that you 
Gentlemen Þree-Thinkers might be w holly in- 


d excuſable, That all the pious Frauds and Ar- 


« tifices which were uſed by the Pagan Pricſts to 
“ inrich themſelves (tho' they made Shew of con- 


* .See Lucret. Anacr. and alſo Horace, in ſome of his Odes. 
T dee the Fable of the Bees; The Oracle of Reaſan, &c. 
C 2 | 6 temning 
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c temning all worldly Grandure) were abſolutely 


« unknown to our Goſpel-Minifters. But alas! 
« my Wiſhes are fruitleſs : The Apoſtles are no 

« more; Miracles are ceaſed, and Religion is no 
" longer governed by a peculiar Providence; but 
e its Deſtiny ſeems to be in the Hands of thoſs 
« who have the Adminiſtration thereof: Thus 
« may the Chriſtian Adminiſtrators, by a Con- 
duct exemplary, or ſcandalous ; by a Doctrine 
„good, or bad, either maintain and ſupport, or 


ruin and ſubvert, Chriſtianity. We live in 


« Times wherein Deeds are niore regarded than 
Words, and wherein People judge of the Me- 


s rits of a Belief, no otherwiſe than by the Morals 


« and Deportment of its Profeſlors.” 
J ſhall hereafter have Occaſion of communi- 


cating to my Readers the Sequel of this Letter, 


which carries not with it leſs Solidity and Impor- 


| tance. . True, my Friend's grave Stile is ſome- 


what ti ;reſome: but we muſt nevertheleſs acknow- 
ledge, that he argues not altogether amiſs, for one 


whoſe Underſtanding is not illuminated like thoſe 


of our Free-Thinkers. In the Interim, I ſhall 


make appear, how dangerous it is to carry Reli- 


gious Diſputes too far, as is the Clergy” $ general 
Practiſe. 


(21) 
PTR 7 01 OT 
Hu the good and laudable Deſigns of eſtabliſhing 
Religions in theWorld, are lamentably fruſtrated 
by the Prieſt's I- Performance of their Sacerdotal 
Functions. 
Tk] HEN we confider the Deſolations of ſo 


ner, numberleſs Multitudes of People deſtroyed 


already, with the Torrents of human Gore which 


are yet hourly let run, and all this merely on the 
Score of Religion, what Ideas are we able to con- 
ceive of that Sourſe, what Opinion can we have 
of the Principle, from whence have proceeded, 
and ſtill are proceeding, ſuch Inundations of terri- 
ble Miſchiefs! When we read of thoſe cruel Sa- 
_ crifices offered by the Pagans to their Gods, with- 


out excepting thoſe of their own Species, nay, not 


ſparing even the Fair Sex, nor the innocent Lives 
of tender Infants : When we feflect on the horri- 
ble Maflacres of the Benjamites * ; of the Albi. 
genſes and Waldenſes ; that at Paris, on 8. Bar- 
thotomy's Day, and that in Ireland f. When we 
call to Mind the unheard of Inhumanities exerciſed 
by the 1#nquz/tors upon thoſe they deem Hererics, 


as alſo the furious Perſecutions which the differing 


Setts of Chriſtians carry on among themſelves; on 
conſidering all this, I fay, with what Indignation 
may we not cry out ? 5 
Tantum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum! 
* The whole Tribe was miſerably ſlaughtered, Man, Woman 


and Child, almoſt to its utter Extermination, thro' the Inſtigation of 


a Levite, or Few Prieſt, whoſe Concubine ſome Debauchees of 
that Tribe had abuſed. 


For all theſe Facts, ſee a Pamphlet lately publiſhed by R. Mon- 


agu. | 
MEAN 


many flouriſhing Regions, the, in a Man- 


„„ 
Mz an while, if we examine into the Funda- 
mentals of Religion, whether Natural or Reveal- 


ö ed, or of its Accompliſhment by the Miniſtry of 


Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall not, in thoſe Laws, meet 
with any Thing tending to the Deſtruction of 


In Human-kind, but on the contrary to Peace, to 
| the Preſervation of Society, and to the multiply- 


ing of whatever may render the Courſe of Peoples 
Lives innocent and commodious. To what are 
we then to attribute theſe Evils which Hiſtory 
and Experience ſhew us flowing along with the 
Current of Religion? To the Prieſts, moſt cer- 
tainly. They have always been allowed great 
_ - Revenues, to the End that they might ſupport 
their Rank decently, and do Honor to the Reli- 
gion they ſerve : Bur they have been far from 
making ſuch good Uſe of thoſe Allowances. No, 
they have employed them, together with all the 
Credit which their Function and Character gave 
them, to gain Authority in "Temporal Affairs, 
and afterwards to ſeize the Sovereign Power; as 
did the Magi in Perſia, who, on the Death of 
King Cambyſes*, advanced one of their own Mem- 
bers to the Throne; or elſe, to render them- 
ſelves neceſſary to a prevailing Party, by proſti- 
tuting their Sacerdotal Dignity and Profeſſion, in 
order to partake of their Conqueſts. All this is 
what evidently appears in the Greek and Latin 
Hiſtories, yet ſtill more ſo in thoſe of a freſher 
Date. . . 
THe End to which Religion, and conſequent- 
Iy Prieſts, were eſtabliſhed in all Nations, was 
undoubtedly to poliſh Peoples Underſtandings, 
* See Herodotus, Hiſt, lib. 3. 5 


and, 


. 85 
and, thro' the Dread of ſome Deity, to reſtrain 
them from abandoning themſelves to the Im- 
pulſes of their inordinate Paſſions, and bring them 
to give exterior Marks of their Acknowledgment 


towards the Supreme Bx1Nc, thro' whoſe Be- 


nignity they naturally found that they did ſub- 


8 Y 
Nov the Prieſts, inſtead of ſupporting a De- 


ſign fo extremely falutary to Mankind, and ſo 


very glorious and honorable to the Sacerdotal 
Order (ſince, if they had ſupported it well, and 
as they ought to have done, they would have 
been every where venerated unfeignedly, as public 
BenefaQtors) have, contrariwiſe, continually ap- 
plied themſelves to the forging of ridiculous Fa- 
bles, abuſing therewith the Credulity of ignorant 
People, and extending their own Power. 

_ REL1610N they have made to conſiſt of mad, 
| fooliſh, and frequently of inhumane Sacrifices ; to 
; Preach Things inconceivable; in bedecking Tem- 
ples with Ornaments no leſs pompous than uſe- 
leſs; and in making childiſh, nay, ſcandalous 
Proceſſions; leaving the very Eſſential of their 


Duty (viz. the Charge of inſtructing the People 


in Matters of true Faith and Morality) to Philo- 
ſophers, or elſe to a few Underlings, not yet ini- 
tiated in the Myſteries of Sacerdotal Politics, 


whereof they were as utterly ignorant as of the 


real Duties of Religion. 


WrorveR runs over the Begining of the 


celebrated M. de Barbeirac's Preface to Puffeu- 

dorf's learned Book, De Jure NATURA © GEN- 

Trou *, will there find all T have been adyancing 
1 See the French Tranſlation of that fine Treatiſe. 
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very ſufficiently proved: And I flatter myſelf, 
that the ſubſequent Chapters will convince every 


intelligent and unbiafled Reader of my Integrity, 
and that what I ſay in this Treatiſe, relating to 
the Sacerdotal Profeſſion, or Prieſthood, is but too 


well grounded. As to the reſt, I folemnly de- 


clare, before the Great Judge of Hearts, That I 


doo not here mean to decry Prieſts in general, but 
only thoſe horrible Abuſes which have creeped 
into the Eccleſiaſtical Body; for none can have 
more Veneration than myſelf for thoſe who wor- 
thily acquit themſelves of the Prieſtly Functions. 


HavinG made this ſincere Declaration, I 


hope, without offending Orthodoxy, I may be 


permitted to give Socrates a Place in the Free- 
Thinkers Martyrology ; and to place Cicero, Pliny, 
with diverſe other great Men of Antiquity, in the 


„ank of Han f our: filuſtriouriett? And 
as for the immortal Cato, TI am humbly of Opi- 
nion, That, was it only for that very wiſe Saying 


of his, (I wonder how two Augurs forbear laugh- 


Ling when they meet,” he merits to be ranged 

among the ſcanty Number of glorious Heroes who 

_  efpouſed the Cauſe of Truth and Liberty, againſt 
the prevailing Spirit of Enthuſiaſm. 


IN order that my Readers might be inabled to 
form a juſt Idea of the Conduct of theſe Holy 
Bigots, theſe Pious Cheats, I have had the Pa- 
tience to rummage among Heaps of muſty old 


Records *, from whence I have made ſome ſhort 


Extracts of what concerns the Sacerdotal Profeſ- 


Aion, Pagan, Jewiſh and Chriſtian, begining 


* gee Archelegia Attica, with its Supplement, and many others, 
whereof Mention is made hereafter. _ 


with 
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with thoſe ſo renowned Nations the Greeks and 


Romans, paſſing from them to the lefs-known 
Orientals, and concluding with England. 


CHAP. III. 


Remarks on the Prieſthood among the Greeks, 


wherein it. is fully proved, that the ſtrange Su- 
perſtition of that learned and polite People was 


. abſolutely the Rum of Athens. 


CcorDiNs to the Order of Time, I onght 
firſt to treat of le, that grand Sourſe 
of ancient Superſtitions, of all Errors and Ido- 
latries: But, it being my Intention, to handle 
that Subject largely in another Performance, I 
ſhall commence with Greece, or rather, with 
Athens; for, conſidering the many Fooleries and 
Religious Extravagancies introduced there by the 
Adminiſtrators of Things Sacred, it ſeems to me 
very reaſonable, that I fhould give that Place 
the Preference beſore all others. 


TRE Inhabitants of that famous City were, 


perhaps, the moſt civiliſed People the World 
ever faw. Among them, all the Liberal Arts 


and Sciences flouriſhed exceedingly, and the Athe- 


nians were to all other Nations ſcarcc-imitable 


Examples of Valour and Virtue: Notwithſtand- 
ing all which, they could not avoid receiving and 


entertaining moſt monſtrouſly ridiculous Opinions 
concerning the Dtiry. Now if theſe knowing, 


| theſe poliſhed People, J fay, could fall into hor-- 
rible Idolatry, if their Underſtandings could be 


ſullied and contaminated with Ideas no leſs fooliſh 
| D | than 
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than ſuperſtitious, by the Artifice of their knaviſh 


' Prieſts, ought we to wonder if we now ſee in the 


World Errors altogether as groſs and as impious, 
which are yet abundantly better authoriſed than 
thoſe of the Greeks? When we reflect, then, on 
the Abſurdity of the Athenians Opinions and 


Worſhip, we cannot eaſily perſuade ourſelves, 


that they were the fame Men, who, for their 
Prudence, their Valour and their Knowledge, were 
the Admiration of the whole Univerſe : Never- 
theleſs their Prieſts, among other yet more unac- 
countable Impieties, found Means to make them 
believe, that they muſt neceffarily pay Divine 


Honors to the Sun, and even inflict the Penalty 


of Death on ſuch as refuſed *. Ok. 
Tr1s Worſhip, tho' impious, was however 
in ſome Meaſure excuſable, ſince the Object of 


their Adoration is the moſt glorious of all viſible 


created Beings. But what ſhall we ſay to excuſe 
them for their Deifying BreadÞ+; their erecting 
Temples to the Pa ions, and adoring them? 
Nay, more yet; did not Epimenides oonſecrate a 


ſplendid Altar to Impudence ? Even Neceſſity, 


and her Fatal Siſters, were ranged among the Bi- 


vinities of the Athenians. In ſhort, thoſe Prieſts, 
not ſatisfied with bringing over that credulous 


People to adore all the Deſcendants of thoſe Pa- 


$a Gods, whom Homer makes amount to the 
Number of three Thouſand, but they likewiſe 
obliged them to ſet up a new Altar to the Un- 
known God, and rendered the wiſe Athenians ſo 
exceſſively ſuperſtitious, that they were ready 


* See Plutarch, in Pericles. | | ; 
F So Cem. Alexandrin, interprets the Word Ceres. 
pn : VVV diſpoſed 


(7) | 
diſpoſed to embrace all the * whereof they 
heard but the leaſt Mention: Inſomuch, that 
when Paul preached to them Jeſus and the Re- 
furreftio*, they took this latter for a Divinity. 
HEIR Divine Service was no leſs extrava- 
gant than their Creed: For having ſacrificed Part 
of the Victim, they devoured the Remainder, and 
in the Midſt of this vain and riotous Feſtivity, 
they gave horrible Shouts and Outcries, geting 
moſt winiſhly drunk with very exemplary De- 
votion. Their Oracles, or Divine Reſponſes to 
what they inquired aſter, were frequently ſeru- 
tiniſed, contemned and deteſted, not only by 
Chriſtians, but alſo by Pagans f, even while the 
Matters were freſh and new, and might have been 
juſtified, had Truth been on the Prieſts Side, or 
had they been artful enough to have deſtroyed 
thoſe Accuſations. But to evidence how perni- 
cious theſe Pious Frauds of Prieſts are to a State, 
which ſuffers and countenances them, I need only 


produce the Example of Alcibiades „ whoſe Diſ- 


grace proved ſo very ſatal to his Country. 
THis was a noble young Athentan, of very 


extraordinary Hopes, of equal Abilities both in 


the Field and Cabinet. The Athenians, being 
come to a Reſolution of invading Szcz/y, nomi- 
nated him for one of their Generals in this Expe- 

dition. Alcibiades had ſome very powerful Ene- 
mies, who wanted to get him from Home, in or- 
der the eaſier to work his Deſtruction; but he 
was ſo extremely beloved by the People, that all 


 * See Ads, c. 17. and Fuftin. Martyr. 
+ By De maſi henes, among others, when he ald. The Oracles 
Philidiſed. 


| See Plutarch in Alcibiades. 
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their Indeavors proved long fruitleſs: Never- 
theleſs they yet flattered themſelves that they 


ſhould at length be able to attain their Ends, and 
their only Reſourſe was the ſuperſtitious Humour 


and Diſpoſition of the Populace. They therefore 
Jo contrived Matters, as to get him accuſed of 


having ridiculed certain Religious Myſteries, and 
proſaned the Rites of their Godeſſes Ceres and 
Proſerpina; and, in order that this Accuſation 


might make the greater Noiſe, and have the 
ſurer Effect, they by Night mutilated and de- 
faced the Statues of Mercury, which were ſet up 


in ſome Streets of that City, and likewiſe charged 


Allcibiades with this ſacrilegious Impiety. This 


Plot had its wiſhed for Succeſs. The inraged 
Populace vomited out dreadful Execrations againſt 
that Great Man; who, conſcious of his own In- 


nocence, demanded he might immediately be 


brought to a Trial: But this was ſtrongly op- 
poſed by his Adverſaries, who urged, That the 


Public Welfare and Safety required he ſhould in- 


ſtantly be ſent away with the Fleet, and his 


Trial and Sentence poſtponed till his Return. 


THis Propoſition being approved, Alcibiades 


Mas conſtrained to ſubmit, and ſo departed; 


which was juſt what his Enemies deſired: For he 


being gone to Sicily, they were indefatigable in 


imbittering Peoples Minds againſt him, and made 


a terrible Bellowing about the pretended Mock- 


eries, Profanations and Sacrileges whereof he had 
been accuſed. Many Perſons (as generally hap- 
pens in Cafes of that Nature) were involved in his 
Diſgrace; and notwithſtanding the Witneſſes 
whom the Conſpirators produced to prove thoſe 
; Perſons 
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Perſons to have been Accomplices with Alibiades 
in his Sacrilege, were manifeſtly found guilty of 
moſt notorious Perjury (affirming, that by the 


Help of Moon-Light, they ſaw and knew the 


Faces of thoſe who mutilated the ſaid Statues, it - 


being univerſally known that the Night wherein 
that hap OE was notably dark and cloudy) ne- 
vertheleſs ſo furious was the Peoples Zeal, that 


ſeveral innocent Mens Blodd was ſhed before it 
could be calmed, and 


poor Alcibiades (whoſe Lot 
was that of all Favorites of a Populace) was the leſs 


regarded for being abſent, and was, beſides theſe 
imaginary Profanations and Sacrileges, 
with the Charge of having conſpired againſt the 


loaded 


State. 


THE SE ſpecious Pretexts wrought ſuch Ef | 


es on the ſuperſtitious Minds of the Athenians, 
that they immediately diſpatched away a Galley 
to bring him back to Greece, in order to receive 
But that braye Man, being wiſer 


falling into their Clutches : Whereupon, with- 


out having Opportunity to make any Defenſe, 


he was condemned to die, and his whole Eſtate 
to be confiſcated. When theſe Tidings came to 
his Ears, he ſaid to a Friend; 

* of Athens have ſentenced me to Death, I 


„will make them know that I am ſtill alive . 
Accordingly Alcibiades forthwith ſided with his 


Country's Enemies, and from that Moment breath- 
ed nothing but Vengeance. 
IT is moſt certain that one could not herein 
juſtify his Conduct in any . had not the 
4 "wares, ubi ſupra, 
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307. 
Athenians puſhed Matters to the utmoſt Extre- 
mity : For, after their having thus paſſed on him 
Sentence of Death and Confiſcation of Goods, as 
we have obſeryed, they withal injoined every one 
of their He and She Prieſts, to excommunicate 


Him publicly, and to ſpew out againſt him a thou- 
ſand execrable Imprecations ; all which was moſt 


punctually put in Execution by thoſe pious Souls, 
except one Prieſteſs, who, entertaining better Sen- 


timents and Ideas of Religion, abſolutely refuſed 
to do any Thing like it, alleging, «© That the 


Obligation of her Function was, to beſtow up- 


on People Benedictions, and not Curſes *.“ 
Wx have here ſeen to what Lengths a Faction 


may carry Things, by abuſing Religion, and 
making it a Stalking-Horſe; let us now examine 


into the bad Conſequences of ſuch a Procedure. 


Akibiades, aſter the Injuſtice which had been 
done him, brought upon the Athenians ſuch In- 


undations of Calamities, that they were therewith 


quite overwhelmed ; and their Nobility, making 
Advantage of the Occaſion, uſurped the whole 
Authority of that Republic ; when this Hero, 


ſeeing his Country in a Manner deſolate, being 


reduced to its ultimate Criſis, was moved with a 


noble Compaſſion, and ſo. well intereſted himfelf 
in its Favor, that he rendered it once again 


flouriſning. 5 R | 
THEN it was that one might have beheld the 


Volubility of that People : The Sentence pro- 
nounced againſt Alcibiades was reverſed; and the 
Prieſts, who are cvermore for ſiding with the 


ſtrongeſt Party, failed not to abſolve him from 
* Idem, ibidem. 


the 


op. 
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the Excommunication, by throwing into the Sea 
all the Writings which contained thoſe ſolemn 
Maledictions wherewith he ſtood anathema- 
tiſed : But what is withal fingular enough, is, 
that the Grand Pontif, or High-Prieft, who made 
not a May-Game of the Gods, like the Reſt of his 
Sacerdotal Crew, would not, on any Terms, con- 
ſent to this Abſolution. A remarkable High- 
Prieft indeed ! 

How EVER the old Leven was not long be- 
fore it began to ferment afreſh. Scarce was Alci- 
biades under Sail, in order to his Return, but the 


Populace, irritated on Account of ſomething which 


occurred to one of his Officers, condemned our 


Hero to Death a ſecond Time: And this proved 


the immediate Cauſe of the Athenians utter Ruin, 
and eyen of that celebrated City's being reduced 
by the Lacedemonians, who there eſtabliſhed that 
Form of Government which became fo famous, 
under Title of the Thirty Tyrants. 

Soc are the dire Effects of Superſtition, and 
of the Artifice of Prieſts! It is but too frequently 
that they bring about Revolutions, which would 
not eaſily happen were they not fomented by 


either the Ambition or the Avarice of Pricſts, or 


by both jointly. The unhappy Fate of that 
powerful Nation does then evidently prove to us, 
the moſt flouriſhing State on Earth may eafily be 
put into Agitation, and turned topſy-turvy, if its 


Subjects are ſuperſtitious, or, are 10 fooliſh as to 


be Prieſt-rid. 
'$ H 1 P. 
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CHAP. IV. 


+ Remarks an the Priefthood among the Romans: 
| Of their Augurs, Pontifs, Sc. 


8 
| 
14 
4 
. 


HE Virtues of the old Romans were ſo 

many and ſo very conſpicuouſly ſhining, 
that it would be quite ſuperfluous for me here to | 
enter on a farther Detail : Nevertheleſs they have 
not heen exempt from Superſtition, even from 
their very Origin. Their Founder Romnlns 
was himſelf of that Order whom they named 
 Augurs *,, and, after the Example of thoſe pri- 
mitive Legiſlators of the Greeks, he gave himſelf 
out to his Followers for a Perſon inſpired, who 
could foretel what was to come, or dive into the 
Decrees of Deſtiny : A moſt excellent Method for 
either founding or ſubverting a State. However, | 
by his tragical Cataſtrophe, we are ſhewn how | 
fatal to him was that pretended Science: For, 

having arogated to himſelf a deſpotic and ſupreme 

Power, in Prejudice of the Patricians or Senators, 
they 1{cized on him in the Council-Chamber, firſt R 

diſpatched, and then hacked him Piece-meal, each 
of them bearing away a Collop under his Robe or 

_ Garment : And, to conceal this horrible Paricide 
from the People, who already murmured at this | 
tudden Diſappearance of their Prince and Sove- | 
reign; they bribed a certain Prieſt, whoſe Name 

was Proclus, to ſwear point-blank, “ That, in a 
_ « Viſion, he ſaw King Romulus, who injoined him | 

to acquaint the Romany People with his late 
| * See Tit. Liv. and Plutarch, in Romulug. 
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« Aſcenſion and his Divinity, and that, from 
c thence-forwards, it was his Pleaſure, the Ro- 


maus, his Subjects, ſhould worſhip him, by the 


« Name of Quirinus. I 

Or Numa, and his Inſtitutions, ſufficient Men- 
tion has been already made, in my Introduction, 
and therefore I omit ſaying any more on that 
Head, to avoid, Repetitions : But we muſt take 
Notice, that the Colleges of the Augyrs *, and the 
Pontifs , injoyed certainPrivileges and Immunities, 
which plainly enough give us to underſtand what 
was the Drift of the Sacerdotal Profeſſion among 
the Romans. The moſt atrocious Crimes could 
never expunge the Augurs indelible Character; 
and as for the Pontifs, they were abſolutely inde- 
pendent of the State, and no Way reſponſible for 
any of their Actions, no, not even to the Senate. 
Thus the Augurs, ſhameleſly abuſing their Autho- 
rity, very frequently declared illegal the Election 
of the greateſt Magiſtrates, under Pretext of ſome 
Imperfection in the Ceremonies, or that the Pre- 


ſages thereof were not favorable. Such Numbers 


of theſe Inſtances may be met with in the Nami 
Hiſtory, that it is wholly needleſs here to deſcend 
to Particulars. ol can 


W1TH Regard to the Morals of theſe Ethnic 


Prieſts, we may very readily comprehend them 


to have been pretty conformable to theſe of the 
moſt Libertine Claſs of Epicureaus, as to Tem- 
perance, and this from theſe Words only, Ton- 


| Fa Cana, which in our Idiom, may imply, A 


relatical Banquet; and which, at the tame Time, 


* See Alex. Gen. Dier. lib. 5. cap. 19. 
T See Ron. Antiq. lib. 3. cap. 22. 
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Juſtify the good Cheer which our Prelates take 
{uch ſpecial Care to beſtow on themſelves. 

TAE Rites of the Bona Dea*, or Good Godeſs, 
were a Sort of Worſhipno leis groteſque than was 
the Divinity to whom it was offered, or given. 
This Female Deity had attained to her Celeſtial 
Dignity thro' the Means of her Spouſe Faumus, 
who finding her, when in one of his tendereſt 
Tranſports, partly inebriated, or, as we have it, 
ſomewhat towards being tipſy, he ſo heartily dit. 
ciplined her with Mirtle-Twigs, that ſhe n 
died of that Flagellation. 

Bur to have a compleater Knowledge of the 
Sacerdotal Profeſſion among the ancient Romans, 
we need only examine into the moſt impious 
Worſhip which they paid to the Godeſs ela r. 
Her Prieſteſſes, under the Veil of Devotion, were 
guilty of Actions ſo ſuperlatively ſcandalous, that 
it was offering to any Perſon the moſt outrageous 
Affront poſſible to call her a Prieſteſs of that 
Godeſs. Nay, ſtill more; her Prieſts had it in 
their Power to inſpire that gallant and magnani- 
mous People with the moſt deteſtable Senti- 
ments q even ſo far as to perſuade them to offer 
up Human Sacrifices, and that aſter the crueleſt 
Manner imaginable, u. burying them alive. 

AN p on this Account it is, that I find it ſome- 
what ſtrange to hear certain Proteſtant Eccle- 
ſiaſtics ** urging the Veneration in which the 
Romans of old held their Prieſts, in order to ex- 

* See Alex. Gen. Dier. lib. 6. cap. 8. 
+ See Pomp Lat. De Sacerd. and Roſin. Antiq. lib. 3. cap. 27. 


See Plutarch, in Paulus Amilius. 


** See 2 Diſcourſe on the Inſtitution, Dignities and Immunities 
af the Prieſthood. 
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cite us to have as great a Veneration for them ; 
ſince we poſitively know, that their whole Sy- 
{tem of Religion was nothing elſe in the World 
but a Fetch of Policy, ſucceſsfully made Uſe of to 
tame the People, keep them in Awe, and to in- 


ſpire them, either with Courage, or with Dread, 


according to Neceſſities and Occaſions : A very 
evident Reaſon why the Patricians would needs 


be veſted with a Sacerdotal Character, thereby to 


keep theſe Myſteries always concealed from the 
Common People. Yet, Spite of this Precaution, 


they could not prevent their penetrating into the 


Deſign ; inſomuch, that whenſoever a Plebean, 


by any Accident, obtained a conſiderable Employ, 


he failed not immediately to get himſelf in among 
thoſe of ſome Sacerdotal Order. 


Fo a Concluſion to what I have been adyanc- 
ing, I would have my Readers obſerve, that 


thoſe ridiculous, diſſolute and barbarous Methods 
of adoring the Eternal Creator, have, in Effect, 


induced a Number of Philoſophers to contemn - 


the Religion of the Vulgar: Nevertheleſs it is 
unjuſt to charge them with Athieſm for their ſo 
doing; ſince it is abundantly more probable, that 


they conceived a Deteſtation and Horror to Opi- 


nions fo very groſs, and ſo incompatible with the 
Nature and Eſſence of the True Gop, thro” their 


own Sublime Ideas of Him, than becauſe they 


deny His Exiſtence. This Sentiment, ſo agree- 
able to Reaſon, is that of a learned Doctor of the 
Engliſh Church, whoſe Works and Perſonal Merit 
are a no leſs Honor to his Country, than to his 
Order and Function *. | 


_ * Stillingfleet, Orig. Sacr. 
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CHAP. V. 
A brief Account of the Bonzis, Talapois, Bramins, 
and other Oriental Prieſts. 


AviNs, in the above Manner, conſidered 
Prieſthood, or the Sacerdotal Profeſſion, as 

it ſtood among thoſe two potent Nations, the 
ancient Greeks and Romans, we ſhall paſs on to 
the Examination of that which yet ſubſiſts among 


the Fmdoſtanians, and other Eaſtern People; in 


making which Scrutiny, we ſhall diſcover where- 

on is grounded the great Veneration which thoſe 

have for their Prieſts. OR, 
Or all the Nations which are ſtill plunged in 


the Darkneſs of Paganiſm, the Chineſes are they 


who have the pureſt and leaſt ridiculous Senti- 
ments in Matters of Religion. The Followers of 
Confucius * have Precepts which contain moſt ex- 
cellent Morals, with very ſublime Ideas of that 


Supreme Power which gives Life and Motion to 


created Beings. They ſay, That the BEINC 
of all Beings is inviſible and incomprehenſible, 
« without Figure or exterior Form, becauſe H E 


© js infinite and unlimited. None has ever be- 


© held HiM; Time has not comprehended Him; 

Hus Eſſence fills all Things and Places, and HE 

« is the very Sourſe of all Things. All Power, 

Fall Wiſdom, all Knowledge, and all Truth, are 

«in Him. He is infinitely good and juſt. He 

© it is by Won every Thing is preſerved and 
« directed . rH 
* Properly Cung fu: ſa. OO 

+ See Father Trigaut, in his Relation of China; and the Jeſuit Fer- 

- nandez Navarete, in his Hiſtorical Treati/es of the Empire of C , ; 


P 
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By this Paſſage, the Reader may ſee, that the 
Chineſes have abundantly juſter and far more ele- 
vated Ideas of the Deity than had in a Manner all 
the old Greeks* and Romans: But yet, none of 
them, but Perſons of Knowledge and Diſtinction, 
are ſo clear- ſighted, in Religious Affairs, as this 
comes to; and ſuch, indeed, look on their 
Bon gis, or Prieſts, no otherwiſe than as a Crew 
of Jugling Knaves and Spiritual Mountebanks, 
who amuſe the Commonality with their Zagoths 


and Superſtitions, in order to render them leſs 


ſenſible of their Slaviſh Condition +. 
T HE principal Point of theſe Bongis Doctrine 


is Tranſmigration, whence they reap as great Pro- 


fit and Advantage, as do the Popiſh Prieſts from 
their Fable of Purgatory : For they make the 


credulous ignorant Populace believe, that, on their 
Deceaſe, their Souls ſhall inhabit the Bodies of 


ſuch Creatures as they are moſt averſe to, by 
Way of Puniſhment for their Crimes; but, at the 
ſame Time, they give them to underſtand, that, 
by their fervent Prayer and Interceſſion, they 
have Power to make the departing Spirit pats 


into the Body of that Animal to which a Perſon 


* La#antius ſays, That Pythagoras acknowledged One Gov, a 
Spirit immaterial, expanded and extended over all Nature, who 
gives Life and Senſibility to exiſting Beings. Plato, who indiſpatad!;” 
always merited the Title of a very wiſe Man, apparently agrees 
with Pythagoras on this Head, as we may readily gather from Part 
of his Harangue to the Athenian Citizens. Sirs (ſaid he) Gop, in 


*© whom, according to ancient Teſtimonies, are contained the Be- 


„ gining, the Middle and the End of all Things, penetrates every 
«« where, &c.“ De Leg. lib. 4. And Ariſtole, his great Diſciple, 
is likewiſe of the ſame Sentiment. He ſays, That Gop is Eter- 
<* nal, and perfectly Good; inſomuch, that in Him coaſiſts Life, 


« infinite and eternal.” Metaph. lib. 1. cap. 7. 


+ See Father Le Combtæ 's New Memoirs of China, 
bears 
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bears the greateſt Affection, or is moſt agreeable 


to his Liking: And as the Bonis, like the Ra- 
man-Catiholic Eccleſiaſtics, never pray without 


being well payed for it, we may readily judge that 
their Profeſſion is exceedingly gainful. 


Tur Prieſts of Japan, who are alſo called 


Bon gis, have . in and eſtabliſhed among 
the Common People Auricular Conſeſſion, juſt 


like that of the Papiſts, by Means whereof they 
carry on their Affairs no leſs ſwimingly than do 


their Brethren of China: But the Expedient w hich 


they have found out to gratify their Leachery, is 

moſt admirably exquiſite. In the City Meaco, 
every New Moon, they with great Solemnity, 
conduct to their Grand Temple there (which is 


then pompouſly adorned and glorioufly illumi- 
nated) one of the moſt beautiful young Maidens | 


of that Metropolis, under Pretext of offering up 


her Virginity as a Sacrifice to the Idol Xaca*, or 
rather Ha. The Lamps and Tapers are all 
immediately extinguiſhed, the Victim remaining R 
quite alone with that monſtrous Idol in the Sanc- | 
tuary : When, in a very ſew Moments, the Virgin 


feels herſelf embraced and lovingly careſſed. Bur, 


far from making Reſiſtance, the Damſel, with all 


poſſible Eagerneſs, returns thoſe amorous Indear- 


ments, extraordinary as they are, imagining that 
the kind Divinity is all the while obligingly 
taking his Diverſion with her. Having under- 
gone many Repetitions of ſuch Careſſes, the 
Prieſts again light up the Lamps, and congratu- 
late her on the Happineſs ſhe has been i „enn 
which done, they lead her out of the Temple. 


” dee Herbert's Travels into Perſia and Eaſt- India, Book 3. 
preſenting 
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preſenting her to the expecting Multitude, by 


whom ſhe is reverenced as a Sainteſs, and by them 


attended to her Home with loud and joyous Ac- 
clamations. „ . 

TRE Talapois of Arecan, Siam, Pegu, Loos 
and Camboya, who adminiſter to the Worſhip of 
of the Idol Summoua-Codom, are, according to all 


Appearances, the very beſt of all the Orders ot 


Pagan Prieſts exiſting. In Reality, they are no 


very great Enemies to Ambition and Avarice, 
and therein indeed, and in that alone, they reſem- 

ble all their Brother-Prieſts, who, every where, 
and in all Ages, have highly diſtinguiſhed them - 
ſelves from all other Sets of Men, by a glaring 


Proficiency in thoſe two excellent Virtues. How- 


ever, theſe Talapois have never yet offered to in- 
termeddle in any State-Matters; nor to direct 
the Conſciences of others; nor to poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of Peoples Goods by Pious Frauds: But 
they indeed aſpire to a very great Share of Sanc- 
tity, and by Virtue thereof they injoy many ſig- 
nal Privileges and Immunities, which are granted 
them by their reſpective Sovereigns: Tho, at the 
ſame Time, thoſe Potentates cauſe their Steps to 


be narrowly obſerved, and ſuffer only a certain 


moderate Number of them to be in their ſeveral 
Dominions, . leſt the droniſh Life they lead, might 


induce too many of their Subjects to enter into 


that Order. 
To this Effect, it is a ſtanding Maxim, rigo- 

rouſly obſerved, that their Zalapois muſt be per- 

fectly well verſed in the Haliau Language, where- 


in are written all their Religious Myſteries; and 


* See La Loubere, tom. 1. p. 297. the Holland Edition. 
thereſore 
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1400 therefore they paſs a very ſtrict Examination: 
Will Such as are {ound deficient in that Reſpect, are 
0 excluded, and obliged, by Way of Puniſhment, 
i to beg their Subſiſtence from Door to Door; but 


— 


they may not beg two Days ſucceſſively at the 
tame Houſe. 

Ir is ſurpriſing what a very learned Man, one 
of the moſt judicious and intelligent Travellers of | 
our Time, has advanced, g/. That the $;ameſes 
voy (whoſcReligion i iz one and the ſame with that of all 

i the above-named Nations) are abſolutely ignorant 
| of the Exiſtence of a God. Theſe are his Words q. 
« Ariſtotle did acknowledge a Primum Mobile, 
« that is to fay, a Powerful BEING, whereby 
2 „ Nature is directed, and ranged in due Order. 
— But thoſe of Siam have not any ſuch Idea 
« at all, very far from owning a Creator: And 
06 « therclore I believe we may reſt aſſured, that th 
Siameſes do not entertain the leaſt N otion of any |} 
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quires them very great Credit and Authority. 
But notwithſtanding their ſeeming Sanctity, they 
bave a large Stock of Spiritual Pride and Arro- 


Ia « 43 Fr... 

| Tax famous Idol Biruma*, or Brama, taken 7 
May by the Oriental Indians for the ſole Creator of the 9 
lik Univerſe, has given its Name to the Brachmans, 
wilt or Br amms, who are the Sacerdotes of Eaſt-India, 
1001 and the nobleſt Order of all others. Theſe Bra- 
14 hol 
1 mins preach to the People in a Manner myſtical 
4 and obſcure; they do ſtrange unaccountable Pe- 

| nances, and pretend that they are frequently in 

| Ecftaſies, and to have Revelations; all which ac- | 
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gance, and conceal ſrom the Peoples Knowledge 


119001 + See La Lonbere, Tom, &c. &c. &. 
100 | * Properly Hindous. 
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all their moſt eſſential Truths contained in their 
Vedam (which is a Collection of the Bramins 
ancient ſacred Books) becauſe they deem all 
thoſe who are not of their own Order, as Men 
proper to be truſted with only the Exterior of 
Religion, wrapped up in Fables no lets extrava- 
gant than thoſe of the Pagans in old Greece. 

Trex Worſhip of Animals, and particularly 
of the Bull and Cow, is ſo firmly cſtabliſhed 
amidſt theſe Eaſtern-Indians *, allo that of the 
Metempſycoſis, or Tranſmigration of Souls, al- 
ready mentioned, are of 200 iam Original. The 
Bramims are Keepers of their ſacred Books; they 
are Chiefs of thoſe Nations, and the ſole Sacri- 
ficers of the People, in the Front of all whoſe 
Duties ſtands that of contributing largely to- | 
wards their Maintenance ; from which Obliga- 
tion even the Soyereigns are not exempted. 

THz Indians have not any Way retrenched 
their ancient Abſtinence, grounded as well on 
their Dogma of the Metempſycoſzs, as on other 
various Superſtitions. This Error of a Tranſ- 
nugration of Souls, which hinders them from 
killing or feeding on any Creatures whatever, 
extends yet abundantly farther in many other 
Reſpects. They attribute to irrational Animals 
a Kind of Religion, and are perſuaded that, by 
their Works, they may attain to eternal Life. 
One might conjecture, that they founded this Opi- 
nion on the Worſhip which they pay to Cows, 
and diverſe other living Creatures, did not their 
Idolatry, which is in a Manner univerſal, com- 
prehend almoſt all Beings, from the Sun down 

properly Hindus. ; 

F | 0 
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| ; 

1401 | to the vileſt Reptile, after the Example of the 
| 
| 


Eg yptians, who rendered like Honors to the 

Sun and to the Beatle. Theſe Indiaus have the 
Lingam, which has in it even ſomewhat more 

of Infamy, than the Phallus of Egypt * and 
ancient Greece: They are by the Bramims made 

| to adore the falſe God Iſuren, under this monſtru- 
_ ons and moſt obſcene Figure, which they expoſe 

| in their Temples, and carry about, in Proceſſion, 
i inſulting, in a very horrible Manner, the Mo- 
15 deſty of the common People Þ. mw 
1 TAE Sacerdotal Profeſſion is nothing near 
being ſo impious, in the Countries of Mohamme- 
dans, whole Worſhip, as I hinted, is exceed- 
ingly pure; yet it is not a Whit leſs corrupt: 
For, according to the Teſtimony of a very able 
Critic ||, of the preceding Century, the Turki/h 
Prieſts reſemble Juglers, Players at Cups and 
Balls, who ſurpriſe their Spectators with Airs of 
Holineſs, which at the Bottom are no Way the 
Effects of a real Devotion, and whoſe Promiſes and 
Threats, wherewith they harangue the People, 
0 are with no other View than to hold them obe- 
dient to their Prince, or to any other Perſon 
whom they are diſpoſed to favor. — They teach 
them that cach Mo lem (, is attended by two 
Guardian-Angels, Kerim and Kiatib, of whom 
the former keeps on his Right Hand, and the 
other on his Leſt, to be the Judges of his Ac- 
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* See Herodot. Hiſt, p. 102 and 108, of Grenorius's Edition. 

+ See Abra. Roger. 

Fr. Oſborne, | 

F. So is the true Hralic Appellation of a Free Believer, as they 
— 3 Muſſulimasm is the Turkiſh Corruption of that 
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tions, and to recompenſe or chaſtiſe him accord- 
ing to his Merits or Demerits *. g 
Bor the Mo/leras, notwithſtanding the Purity 
of their Divine Worſhip, have not failed to im- 
bibe ſundry very ſuperſtitious, nay even moſt 
ridiculous Opinions. — For (ſays my Author r) 
« weſce in Egypt (and conſequently in all other 
© Mohammedan Regions) Pantons, or Monks, 
« who frequently run about ſtark naked, and 
who affect very great Auſterities; which wor- 
thy Sort of Gentry, are highly honoured and 
venerated, repair to the Grandees Houſes or 
« Palaces at Meal Times, fit them down cloſe 4 
by the greateſt Perſonages, without any Man- k 
* ner of Ceremony, cut, drink, riſe up and 1 

depart; all this being look'd on as a Bene- 
« dition brought upon the Family. Theſe | 
« Raſcals (adds he) are exceſſively laſcivious, ö 
© luſting after Youth of either Sex: Nor is it | 
« a Fable to aſſert, that abundance of Women, 
* who cannot be pregnated by their Spoules, 
do publicly kiſs the Triapi, or Genitals, of 
7 © thole Vagabonds, with the utmoſt Reſpect 
and Devotion; nay and ſome actually make 
7 < them undertake remedying the Deficiencies of 
their unprolific Husbands. ---- Formerly one 
of theſe Hypocrites uſed to have a large Stone 
faſtened to his Uirility, becauſe he was greatly 
incommoded with a Priapiſm, and all Sorts 
* of Women would gladly run to kiſs his 
Members, hoping by Virtue thereof to be- 
come ſruitful.——There are (concludes he) San- 
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* See Thevonot's Voy. to the Lula. cap. 30, 31. 
F Idem, ibid. cap. 74. 
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« toms of Various Sorts; and in ſhort, Eg ypt Þ 


ſturdy Rowers.” ; 
h Nota bene. As the ſacerdotal Profeſſion, among 
ij ſuch of the American People as ſtill continue 
amidſt the Darkneſs of Heatheniſin, is not of 
any great Conſideration, I judged it not to my | 
Purpoſe to ſay any Thing of it in this Treatiſe. | 
But ſuch of my Readers as happen to be de- 
ſirous of ſome Information on that Head, need 
ll only peruſe the 1oth Chap. of Lib. V. of Balt. 
0118 Bekker's Monde Enchante : What he there ad- 
Fa vances 1s extracted from the beſt Authors. 


{ “ alone has of them, more than ſufficient to : 
1606 « ſupply a conſiderable Number of Gallies with | 
Tis 1118 1106 cc | . 


CHAP. VI. 


5 Containing a very ſhort, but curiqus, Hiſtory of | 
the Phariſees, aud Saducces, among the Jews. 
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nk ITHERTO we have been conſidering the 

TH Errors and Superſtitions of Falſe Reli- 
160600 gions; and at preſent we are actually about to 
HG ſee how greatly detrimental the Sacerdotal Pro- 
1445 feſſion could be to a Religion which was really 
5 revealed, and how it was able to weaken, and |? 
10609 (to ſpeak Scripture Language) could render inef- 
facious the Laws of the All-powerful.—All this 
clearly appears in the Remainder of that Letter, 
whereof I gave Part in my firſt Chapter, and 
the which, anſwerable to my Promiſe, I. am go- 
ing to communicate to my Readers, notwith- | 
ſtanding its Author is vehemently prejudiced | 
againſt us FREE-THINKERS. ado 
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- | © Tar Diſputes (ſays this my Friend) which 
| « in all Times, and in every Religion, have 

« ariſen between thoſe who ſtickle for Sacerdo- 

« tal Grandeur, and ſuch as are for making all 
„ Prieſts paſs for a Tribe of Spiritual Quacks, 
(„ cannot be better expoſed than by comparing 
e | © the Phariſees Procedure with that of the 
- || © Saducees *; the former of whom were Bigots, 

« and the latter Dieſts, or, if you pleaſe Free- 
« 'Thinkers. 

1 | e Bur I am previouſly to inform you, Sir, 

4 that the Divine Miſſion by the Prophets was 
« ended before the Appearance of theſe Sects, 
« who making Uſe of their Reaſon, according 
„to the Phraſe of thoſe Times, maintained 
Opinions utterly oppoſite. The Zhariſees 
& defended the Traditions of the Ancients, and 
« held them in as much Veneration as they did 
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f « the written Law. They affected abundance a 
Jof Sanctity in their Deportments, Dreſs, Words, 
and in their whole Exterior. They were ex- 

. © tremely nice, ſcrupulous and exact in Matters 

| © of the leaſt Importance, or Eſſentiality; they 
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« waſhed often; made long Prayers; and looked 
8 © on thoſe of their Sect, as GoD's Elect. In a 
Word, their Principles were the very ſame 
with thoſe of the old Puritans +; and never- 


( theleſs they came very near the primitive 
| © Epiſcopatians, with Regard to their Church- 
|| © Ceremonies. 

„ Contrarrwisr, the Saducees, of whom 
F our modern Free-T hinkers entertain a very 

N * See Cunæus, Feoſephns, and Dr. Lewis's Redub: of the Hebrez "5, 


F 80 are the Cale igiſis uſually ſtiled in Eug land. | 
favorable 
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favorable Opinion, profeſſed a good commo- 
dious Religion, which did not lay any great 
Reſtraint on their Paſſions. They owned no 
other Law than the Five Books of Moſes, 
rejecting all Tradition, even Things the beſt 
rounded on Scripture. Wherefore they de- 
med the Reſurrection, and all its Appen- 
dices, on Account of its not being mentioned 
in the Pentateuch. 
* TnEsE Sects, or rather Hereſies, did, during 
a very long Time, trouble the 7euiſh Church. 
The Saducees, ſpite of their Opinions, attained 
even higheſt Sacerdotal Dignities, which oc- 
caſioned perpetual Animoſities, and Religious 
Diſputes, which never ceaſed, till one of the 
two Factions, and frequently enough even 
both of them, were intirely ruined, as Was 
remarked during the laſt fatal Siege of Je- 
ruſalem, when even the imminent Peril 
that Capital of the Zews was in, could not 
ſo much as put ſome Stop to the Quarrel, 
much leſs extinguiſh the Rancor that was be- 
& tween them.” 

Ou Author has, in reality, ſhew'd us the 
Effects of Prieſthood ; but he has been, I fancy, 
ſomewhat partial in the Picture of the *Phariſee 
which he has drawn for us: Wherefore J hope he 
will permit me to. add; that it was the Ta- 
riſees Cuſtom to ſtrut ſtifly along the Streets, 
like Spaniſh Dons, and always walk'd with a 
flow Pace, and grave Air, that they might the 
more attract People's Obſervation : They ſhut 
their Eyes on meeting a Woman; and from 
Time to Time, run their Pates againſt a Net 
11 
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till they ſometimes trickled down with Blood, 
to make believe they were in profound Contem- 
plation : They never turned their Heads; but 
their Eyes rouled about this Way and that, Sc, Sc. 
— Were not all theſe Signs of Holineſs, and 
* infallible Tokens of a Free Religion? 


CHAP.-VIL. 


| Obſervations on the Sacerdotal Pr Jeon among 
ä the Papiſts, alias Roman-Catholics. 


E are at length got down to a better- 
; known Epocha, to Times wherein thoſe 
Opinions which moſt concern ourſelves were 
more clear. Let us then examine the Sacerdotal 
Profeſſion's Progreſs, fince a good Part of Man- 
kind have been under the Goſpel Ditcipline. 
| In running over the Books which contain the 
Principles of thoſe many numerous Aſſemblies of 
Men, who do, notwithſtanding their Union of 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, embrace ſuch different 
Sentiments, we obſerve, at the firſt Glance, that 
- PF each Se& does, nevertheleſs, pretend to both 
the Primitive Beliet and the Primitive Practice; 
and that, rather than acknowledge their ſeve- 
ral Doctrines to be new, they make their Boaſts 
ol having revived the old ones. 
Ir all have then ſo much Regard for thoſe pri- 
mitive Ages of Chriſtianity, how ought they 
to reſpect that happy Time, wherein the Church 
was under the ſole Direction of this unerring 
Guide, whoſe Liſe was without Sin, and whoſe 
„ | Precepts void bf Error? Mean while, what 


Proofs 


( 48 ) 

Proofs have we, which can induce us to a Belief, 
that the Lordly Hierarchy, compoled of a Pope, 
Cardinals, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Sc. is of Di- 
vine Inſtitution, and that its Members are the 
Succeſſors of Jeſus Chriſt and of his Apoſtles ? 
Or, that the Opinions, Rites, Ceremonies, Pri- | 
vileges, Sc. of the Romiſh-Catholics, as they 
ſtile themſelves, have any Conformity with that 
Creed which Jeſus taught to his Followers? 
What rational Man can perſuade himſelf, that 
thoſe vain, nay moſt impious Titles of, Moſt | 
Holy FATHER, Gop's Vicar, and Gop on Earth, | 
can ever rightfully appertain to any real Chriſtian, Þ 
as we know, that the immaculate Author of our | 
Religion rebuked the Man who called him Good 
Maſter, ſaying, None was Good but the ETER- 
NA, Mat. © . J. 16, 17. | | 
LAM not ignorant, that, was I to expoſe, or 
indeed barely to mention all the Errors of Papiſm,| 
it would require a Volume abundantly larger, 
than ſeveral of ſuch Tyacts as this could contain: 
Wherefore I ſhall, at preſent, only take in Hand 
to prove, that the Conduct of the Romiſh Cler- 
gy, and the Papyſtical Traditions, were the im- 
mcdiate Cauſes of the Roman Church's Corrup- 
tion, and of all her ſo conſiderable Loſſes by the 
Reformation ; and, in the ſucceeding Chapter, 
(which concludes this Treatiſe) I ſhall make} 
appear, that theſe very Cauſes alone may alto 
ruin and ſubvert, even the Proteſtant Religion. 
THe firſt Thing, wherewith we may reproach 
the Papiſm, is, that the Members thereof have 
been continually aiming at, and aſpiring to a 
Grandeur and Authority (both in Spirituals and 
Temporals) 
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Temporals) abſolutely repugnant to the Spirit 
of the Goſpel. For Jeſus Chriſt, in his Doctrine, 
declaims not ſo much againſt any Vices whatſo- 
ever, as he does againſt Luxury and Pride, be- 
cauſe he perceived them ſprouting up in the 
Hearts of his Diſciples. Does he not tell them, 


that, his Kingdom 1s not of this World? And, 


very far from ſeating Peter on the Throne of his 
Church, as Papiſts pretend, does he not con- 
demn all thoſe Diſputes which aroſe among the 
Apoſtles, about which of them ſhould be the 
Firſt, or Greateſt, after his Deceaſe? Was he 
not obedient to the Magiſtrates? Nay, did he not 
even conform himſelf to the Ceremonies of the 
Zewiſh Religion? How is it then, that Epiſ- 
copal Government has introduced itſelf into the 
Church? I ſhall, I know, be anſwered, that it 
was Chriſt's Apoſtles themſelves who eſtabliſhed 


Biſhops ; and that is indiſputably true. But the 


Apoſtles, in ſuch Eſtabliſhment, did intend to 
give Directors to the Faithful, to inſtruct them 
in the Faith, and to aſſiſt them in their Neceſſi- 
ties, as well Spiritual as Temporal. Beſides, it 
behoved thoſe Primitive Biſhops to be ſober, 
modeſt, chaſte, charitable and learned Men, 
without Avarice, void of Ambition; but, above 
all, they abſolutely were not to think of mak- 
ing themſelves Tyrants and Perſecutors: For it 
was the Apoſtles Deſign to commit their CH 


tian Flocks to the Care of tender and faithful 


Paſtors, and not to truſt them with deyouring 

Wolves. FE 
IT is then with good Reaſon that I ask, 
Whence procceded that tyrannical Government 
Gy which 


1 
which the Biſhops, and eſpecially thoſe of Rome, 
have, for ſo many Centuries of Years, exerciſed 
over the Chriſtians, ſince nothing is more evi- 
dent, than that it was not eſtabliſhed either by 
Feſus Chriſt, or by his Apoſtles ? But it is nove- 
ry difficult Matter to diſcover its Source. The 
Apoſtles at firſt confided the Goods, both ſpiri- 
tual and temporal, of the Faithful, to the Ma- 
nagement of thoſe Biſhops, that they might be 


| theacof as careful, as a good Father of a Family 


would be of the Goods of his Children. How- 
ever, quite the contrary happened: For the 
Biſhops became ambitious in governing the Faith- 
ful, and fell in Love with their Goods, by hav- 
ing too much the handling of them *; ſo that 
they quite abandoned the Faithful's ſpiritual 
Intereſt, wherewith alone they afterwards were 
charged, and applied themſelves to the amaſſin 

of Riches: Then they abuſed the great Submif⸗ 
ſion and Humility of the Faithful, by uſurping 


over them a very illegal and antichriſtian Autho- 


rity +. But it was when the Roman Emperors 
had embraced Chriſtianity, that the Biſhops Am- 
bition ſhined out moſt glaringly. There was then 
nothing but Diſputes about their Authority, their 
Titles and their Dignities, which they uſurped 


It may here be objected to me, that it was the Deacons who 
adminiſtered the Temporalities of the Faithful: But that Objec- 
tion 1s not of any Force or Validity. For notwithſtauding the 


| Biſhops ought not, by their Tuſtitution, to have interfered in an 
Matters, but mere Spirituals, nevertheleſs, by Abuſe, they had 


the Inſpection over fthe Deacons, and were abſolutely their Di- 
rectors. See, on this Head, Father Paul's Treatiſe of | 
Benchces. . 


* See, on this important Subject, what 1 ave advanced in my 


\ Ecelefioftical Polity, Diſcourſe 4. 
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upon each other to the utmoſt Extent of their 
Power; and they never failed ingaging the 
Chriſtians in their Differences, which occaſioned 
among them dreadful Diſorders, and brought 
horrible Calamities upon Chriſtendom f. At 
length, the Emperor Mauritius imagined to have 
put a final Stop to their Quarrels, by granting 
to the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, the vain Title 
of Univerſal Biſhop; but this Step ſerved only 


the more violently to inflame the Fire of Diſ- 


cord among our good Prelates ; For the Biſhop 
of Rome, defirous of giving Marks of his Humi- 
lity, proteſted againſt this Novelty, which he 
termed antichriſtian and abominable. Finally, 
he found Means to get the Emperor Mauritius 
maſſacred, and procured that Phocas ſhould be 
elected in his Stead. The Conſtautinopolitan Pre- 
late deteſted this Fact; but he of Nome highly 
approved it, and ſupported the Election of that 


murderous Traytor; who, by Way of Acknow- 


ledgment, declared him Head of the Church, 
and Chief of all Biſhops |]. 

As a Demonſtration of the excellent Ute 
which the Roman Biſhops have made of this 
Power, nothing is required but to examine into 


the Violences, the Rapines, the cruel Wars and 


Devaſtations, which they have brought upon 
the World ſince their aſpiring to Univerſal Mo- 
narchy. It muſt, however, be owned, that 


_ Chriſtian Potentates, and their Dependants, have 


given Room for all thoſe Diſorders , by their ex- 


+ See dem, Diſcourſe 5. | 
5 | See Al. Urſpergens, Chron. ad ann. 604. & Patina, in 
Bonif. 3. 

* Sce Eccler/, Pol. Diſc, 6. 
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ceſſive Liberalities, either thro' a very miſcom- 
prehended Devotion, or elſe thro' a moſt infernal 
Policy : For had the Epiſcopal Sees been but 
left ſuch, as they were in the Times of Linus, 
or Cletus, Biſhops of Rome, their Succeſſors 
would never have been ſo greedy of filling the 
Vacancies : And if Princes, inſtead of inriching 


and making powerful the Clergy, had conſtrain- 


ed them to reſtore what they had uſurped from 
the Faithful, had Princes done fo, I ſay, they 
and their People would have avoided and eſcaped 
all thoſe numberleſs Evils and Calamities, which 
have befallen them, and which had no other Source 
than the Avarice and Ambition of Prieſts. 
THr1s is what Zhil. de Comines * has excel- 
lently well remarked, when ſpeaking of certain 
Largeſſes which King Lewis XI made to the 
Clergy ; ; he ſays, © This Prince beſtowed abun- 
dance upon the Church; but that he would 
have done better had he given it leſs; for what 
he ſo gave away did of Right apper tain to the 


Poor, and ought to be diſtributed among thoſo 
who moſt wanted.” 


— 


cc 


cc 
CC 


Bur ſuch Refloftions had no Room in a 


Mind fo ſuperſtitious as was that of this bigoted 
Monarch. It is really aſtoniſhing that Princes 
ſhould have granted Tithes, with other Advan- 


tages, and many Immunities to Prieſts, to the 


End, that they might commodioufly perform 
their Sacerdotal Functions, and that they ſhould, 

nevertheleſs, have ſo often refuſed doing the Du- 
ty, and among others that of burying the Dead, 
ever ſince the Vear of Chriſt Soo, without being 


* In his Memoirs, 
a 


„ 
ſecond Time paid for it, by the Heirs or Friends 
of the Deceaſed. And yet this moſt ſcandalous 
Abuſe is ſuffered in diverſe Chriſtian Countries! 
One may daily behold, in Italy, in Spain, and in 
Portugal, where the Clergy enjoy at leaſt one 
Moiety of the Revenucs of thoſe States, dead Bo- 
pics lye rotting above the Ground, infecting the 
places where they are, and this becauſe neither 
prieſts nor Monks have Chriſtian Charity enough 
to put under Ground a Corpſe whereby nothing 
is to be gained. 
Wx have known a terrible Inſtance of the 
Nomi ſh Clergy's Avarice, in the Perſon of Pope 
Emocent IV. This holy Father, finding himſelf 
pot far from Death, and ſeeing his Relations and 
Friends about him, all in very great Affliction, 
aid to them; © Why weep ye, Fools ? Do not 
I leave ye all rich? What more would ye de- 
& fire?” * Hereby we may ſee, that this good 
Pontif regarded Wealth as Man's Summit Bonum, 
his chief Good, and that conſequently it was 
With him inſtead of a Divinity. 
| FinaLLY, We may likewiſe, with very good 
Reaſon, reproach the Popiſl. Prieſthood with their 
uſing pions Frauds, therewith to abuſe the Sim- 
plicity of Chriſtians : and that they have cor- 
upted and altered che Goſpel, that they might 
the caſier impoſe their Trumpery on them. Por 
Example: What admirable good Uſe have they 
wt made of what they call the Power of the 
Keys, in order to appropriate to themſelves a no 
Small Authority over Princes, Magiſtrates and 


Juid plangitts, miſeri? Nonne Vos omnes divitis relinquo ? 
* amplius e exigit. S? Mat. Paris. 


People? 
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Superſtitions of the Church of Rome. 
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People? * What immenſe Treaſures have theyſpij 
not amaſſed by that Fable of Purgatory, andſhi: 
from their grand Specific of the Maſs to avoidÞov 
its Torments ? And what inconceivable ProfitsÞvi 
and Advantages have they not drawn from theÞB: 
Inquiſition, from Cruſades, and from Indulgences 


ſo very notorious, that Luther and Calvin could 
not but cry it down publicly; nay, they ſhookÞD 
the very Foundations, and overturned a veryſjat 
conſiderable Part of that monſtrous Edifice 0 
Iniquity, on the Ruins whereof they erected that 


of the Reformation. | - 
„%%% 
a 


CONCLUSION: 


Being ſome Remarks on the Prieſthood in ti, 
| Church of England. 


F HEreE propoſe to treat ſolely of the Saf 
1 cerdotal Profeſſion in England, as practiſed 
there ſince its being reformed from the Abuſes and 
It is un 
doubtedly certain, that the Eſtabliſhment of th 
Proteftant Creed in Great-Britain is owing, t. 
Arch-Biſhop Cranmer : For it is morally ſure 
that had it not been for that good Prelate, Kang 
Henry VIII would have vigorouſly perfecutc 
the Proteſtants, inſtead of being their Protector 
he being a Prince extremely bigoted to the Prin 


Ss: we at AS a Cn if banks. — 


See Eecitſ. Pal. Diſc. 9. 
+ Idem. ibid. 
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ſtiples which he had imbibed; very obſtinate in 
this Opinions, and withal highly conceited of his 
bn Knowledge and Wiſdom. It muſt like- 
hviſe be owned, to the great Praiſe of this worthy 
$Biſhop, that his Goodneſs to and conſtant Friend- 
hip for Lord Cromwel, even when in his greateſt 


Adverſity, * together with the heroic Reſolution 
herewith he himſelf underwent the crueleſt 
Death, very juſtly entitle him to the beautiful 
and rare Character of having been a Prieſt with- 
Jout Artifice. | 
Bo x, ſpite of the Reformation, diverſe Abuſes 
did afreſh creep in among the Proteſtant Bi- 
ſhops, very carly in the X VIlth Century: For, 
tho? ſeveral Prelates, under the Reign of Fames I, 
and even under that of his Son Charles, were 
moderate Men, and humble in their Opinions, 
nevertheleſs the Majority of them, being Men of 
turbulent ambitious Minds, aſpired to the ſame 
Rights, Prerogatives and Immunities, as had been 
enjoyed by their Predeceſſors before the State 
J had wiſely ſet Bounds to the Clergy's exorbitant 
Power. „ 
Tuxsx were moſt aſſuredly the very Views 
of Arch-biſhop Laud, when he proſecuted, with 
ſuch Violence, all who durſt contradict him, or 
4 preſumed to oppoſe the indifcreet Zeal where- 
with he was animated to re-eſtabliſh certain 
Church-Ceremonies which had been thrown out 
by the Reformers: And ſuch again were the 
4 Motives of Biſhop /{rar's + ridiculous Proce- 


| 
| 


* See Memorial of Archb. Came, Book IT. Chap. I. 


+ See the Articles exhibited againſt him in the Houſe of 
Commons. 5 
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dure; for Inſtance, offering up a formal Thankſ- 


| giving to Gop, for a married Man, who had 


been afraid of a Cow's Horn, from which Dan- 

ger he had a miraculous Eſcape, Sc. Sc. 
EveRy one knows, that the Clergy in gene- 

ral during King Charles 1T's Reign, 


of Learning and Merit: Nevertheleſs the Sacer— 
dotal Profeſſion {till continued holding its old 
Courſe. The Government had Reaſons for fa- 


ſormable to the Principles of the Goſpel, that we] 


ence, fide with that Government which was eſta- 
bliſhed on the Revolution which happened un- 


vouring and indulging Eccleſiaſtics; and thoſe 


Gentlemen, always extremely gratefiil to their] 
Beneſactors, did every where preach up the Doc- 
trine of Paſſive Obedience; inſomuch that one 


might have imagined they actually had a Share 


in the ſovereign Authority, 0 ſtrenuouſly did 
they labour to inculcate into People a blind Sub- 


miſſion to their Superiors. 


Howloever that might have been, the Clergy's 
Conduct, under the ſucceeding Reign, was ſo con- 


cannot without ſignal Injuſtice, throw any male- 
volent Reflection on thoſe Prieſts, who ſo wil- 
lingly and ſo ſincerely hazarded their All, and 
were no imall Sufferers in defending their Coun- 
try's Conſtitution, and preſerving its Liberty. 

As for thole Prelates, and other Churchmen, 
Sc. who fancied they might not, in Conſei- 


der King James Il, J cannot allow them to have 
thought juſtly; but, at the ſame Time, we muſt 
not deny but that they have thought freel ly ; eſpe- 
cially when we call to Mind, how many Thou— 


* See Hiſt. of the Deſertion, 4to Edit. 1689. 
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ſands of Pounds Sterlimg this Free-Thinking of 
theirs has ſtood them in yearly. 

Or the Prieſthood under King William TIT's 
Reign, I ſhall only ſay, with regard to ſuch 
Prelates, and other Churchmen, as deſerted King 
James, to adore the Riſing-Sun, I mean to go 
along with the Torrent of Fortune attending the 
then Prince of Oranze, that they all would in- 
fallibly have done as much on the oppoſite Side, 
could that abdicated Monarch, by any Method, 
or Accident, have recoyered the Throne of his 
Anceſtors. 

Bur under her late Majeſty Chacen Aune, 
the Sacerdotal Profeſſion flouriſhed exceedingly. 
We all know what a Bellowing the Clergy 


made during her whole Reign, inceſſantly roar- 


ing out every where, that the Church was in 
Danger. What Swarms of Books and Pam- 
ien did they not likewiſe ſpread about, with 
pompous Titles, in Favour of what they Term 
the Divine Right of their Saored Order? But 


theſe their Attempts, (which produced great 


Diſturbance and many Diſorders) did happily 
miſcarry; however, they proved yet more ad- 
vantagcous to the Clergy, than to the State: 
For whenſoever the Prieſthood of that Country, 
thro' the Superſtition, Bigotry, Indolence, or 


' wrong Policy of the Sovereign, ſhall attain. to a 


Power ſo extenſive as abundance of Prieſts moſt 
paſſionately Deſire, being Strangers to the 
Knowledge of their real intereſts ; if ever this 
ſhould come to pals, I fay, without being either 
Prophet or Aſtrologer, I prognofticate, that they 
wall certainly draw down upon their Heads a 
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(38) 
ſecond Reformation, which will reduce them to 
a Condition incomparably worſe than their pre- 
ent Situation, wherewith they ſeem ſo very ill- 
tatisfied. ES 
M Diſcourſe drawing now towards a Period, 
give me leave, my Brethren Free-Thinkers, who 
do in Effect think freely, to make a few Remarks 
on what I have been advancing, and alſo upon 
Religion : For there are People in the World 
who imagine, that Religion diſquiets you hor- 
ribly, ſince you are always railing at it ſo cor- 
dially. Formerly indeed it was a very dange- 
rous Matter to attack it ſo abruptly as you 
often do: Hobbes and Spinoſa were obliged, as 
vou know, to write with much Caution, in 
Terms ſo obſcure, that very many People have 
never been able to comprehend what Deſigns. 
thoſe Authors could have in compoſing the 
Leriathan, and Tractatus Theologico-Politicus: 
And you are not ignorant what unhappy Deſti- 
ny fell to the Share of Servetus and Vanini, 
together with their Writings. „ 
Bur, it is owing wholly to the enterpriſing 
Gen of this Age, that we have ſeen Religion 
beiicged openly from every Quarter: Its My- 
ſteries are turned into Ridicule by the ingeni- 
ous Mr. Tolamd : Its Clergy are become con- 
temptible to many ſince they have read that 
ſmart Piece, The Independent Whig * ; which | 


* This was a ſingle Payer, which came out weekly, like the 
Fpeffator, Craftſman and others. Mr. Thomas Gordon, who is its 
Author, was but in very indifferent Circumſtances while he wrote 
it; when all ona ſudden, a certain Gentleman, who highly ad- 
mired his Writings, being on his Death-Bed, bequeathed him 
1 2,000 Pounds Sterling. [Sree Org] 
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having effectually cleared the Way, and given 
Aſſault to religious Out-works, its very Founda- 
tions were afterwards violently ſhaken by the ce- 
lebrated Performance of Mr. Collins *; and finals 
ly, down tumbled the whole Edifice, by means 
of thoſe inimitable Maſter-picces of Mr. ü. 
ſton , wherein both the Perſon and Miracles of 
our Divine Legiſlator are handled with ſo much 
Freedom, that it actually ſhocks even thoſe who 
make Profeſſion of Thinking freely, if they have 
not their Minds quite corrupted. 

MAN while, we may judge of the Merits 
ef theſe Works, more eſpecially of Mr. //00/- 
ſton's, from the Number and Quality of the Pro- 
ſelites they have made, vg. Firſt, A Multitude 
of young Students in Law and Phyſic. Secoridly, 
Almoſt ail the Land and Sea Officers, Soldiers 
and Mariners. Thirdly, The whole Body of 
Beaux and Petits Maitres. Fourthly, A vaſt 
Number of Perſons who find Irreligion to be a 
moſt Excellent Medicine againſt Remorſe of 
Conſcience. Fiſthly, A numerous Band of Wits, 
who take care to diſtinguiſh themſelves by a Va- 
riety of novel Opinions, in order to paſs for 
Firſt-rate Free-Thmkers. Sixthly, Several Scores 
of the Country-Gentry, who affect mimicking 
the prime Wits of the Metropolis; with a 
whole Tribe of ſmart Cits, who pride themſelves 
in aping Gentlemen. Seventhly and Laſtly, Ma- 
ny laborious Pedants, without Judgement; and 
here and there ſome diſcontented Prieſts or Par- 
ſons, becauſe they have not been advanced to 


His Grounds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion, 
+ His Six I s/cour/es on the Miracles, &. 
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Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, or at leaſt been oratified 


with ſome other lucrative Promotion. All theſe 


People have, I ſay, purely by the Uſe of Rea- 
ſon, been convinced of the Goodneſs of thoſe 
famous Champions Doctrines, and made ſenſible 
of the Strength of their Arguments. : 
Nor but that the Clergy, on their Side, 
have made a moſt vigorous Reſiſtance : For, not 
to take notice of thoſe who firſt of all entered 
the Lifts, to make Court to their Superiors, with 
View of obtaining a fat Benifice, diverſe Pre- 
lates have likewiſe ſet Hand to Pen, and ſo no- 
tably defended certain religious Points, that they 
evidently demonſtrate it not impoſſible for a 


Man to be, at one and the ſame Time, both a 


Chriſtian and Biſhop. 
Bur none among them all has ſo notably 


' diſtinguiſhed himſelf as that Right Reverend 


Parſon, Doctor , Lord Biſhop of 
For, ſpite of malicious Calumniators, 
who paint him out as a Man inſufferably proud, 

arrogant, haughty, ravenous, and no leſs yindic- 
tive than the grand Inquiſitor of Goa; ſpite of 


this Heap of DetraCtion, I ſay, he has, on many 


Occaſions, given very ſenſible Proofs of his ar- 
dent Zeal for the Faith ; and among others, 
in ſeting forth moſt excellent Paſtoral Let- 
ters, which he charitably cauſed to be diſperſed 


among thoſe of his Lordſhip's Dioceſe, at the 
moderate Rate of 'Twelye-pence each ; and 
which have proved far more detrimental to the 


Tnfidels, that is to ſay, my Brethren the Free- 


Thinkers, than ever were thoſe many Cart- 


Loads of Apologics, Vindications, Juſtificati- 


ons, 


lc 
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Fherto Written, Printed, and Publiſhed, ' in the 
Defence and Behalf of Chriſtianity. I therefore 
Pordially hope, that the extraordinary Merits of 


\rch-biſhopric of Canterbury, wheneyer that 
b ee happens to become vacant. 
; re much revived ſince the Appearance of Doc- 


Clerical Order; inſomuch that I flatter my- 
Self, we ſhall ſpeedily gain a complete Victory 


But, after all, ſuppoſing the Wiſhes of our Free- 
2 inlers accompli ſhed, and Revelation kicked 
quite out of Doors; what ſhould we eftabliſh in 
its Room? For, notwithſtanding the Sacerdotal 
; Profeſſion has poiſoned many, if not all the 
Religions on Earth, as we have already obſerved; 

Vet I do not remember ever to have either read, 
for heard, that any civiliſed Nation could ſubſiſt 
without a Prieſthood : And beſides, I perceive, 
that the Civil Laws of a Country may indeed 


N 


make Men honeſt, as to outward Appearance, 
Ithro' Dread of Infamy and Puniſhment ; but 


they can never cure the Corruption of Peoples 


Hearts, nor hinder them from entertaining abo- 
minable Thoughts, nor prevent their commit- 


ting all Sorts of Crimes ſecretly. 


FINALLY, not to hold my Readers any 


longer in ſuſpenſe, I come to a Concluſion, 


and ſay; That, to preſerre 8 our Underſtandings = 


from 


ons, Demonſtrations, Sc. which have been hi- 


his great Prelate will be recompenſed with the 


Bur, be Matters how they will, my Hopes 
tor Bowman's fine Sermon, wherein that wor- 


thy Gentleman, thro' Exceſs of Modeſty, and 
Love of Truth, has gloriouſly decried the whole 


over our Adverſaries, the Oppoſers of Reaſon. 


| 
| 
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from all religious Impoſitions ; our Goods fro 

being ſeized on and run away with by Me 
without Conſcience; and to prevent our Mind 
from being agitated and diſturbed, whenever we 
think on Death, with horrible Tdeas of th 
Annihilation of our Being, or the Incertaint; 

of its Deſtiny, we have no better Expedien 
than that of ſubmiting ourſelyes, to the Doc 
trines of the Predominant Religion of theſe hap 
py UNITED PRoviINCEs, which is thi 
only one may be termed Purely Chriſtian 
fince it is maintained in its whole Purity by the 
ſage Precautions of our worthy and vigilant 
MacisTRATES, who have never ſuffere( 
its Miniſters to deviate from the Evangelical 
Morals, nor have fomented their Ambition by 
Church-Dignities and worldly Grandures, whic 
have been the Fountain of Prieſtcraft, and con 
ſequently of all thoſe Vices, Abuſes, Sc. intro 
duced into Religion, which ſtill ſubſiſt among 
wes Prieſts of net th Creed this 10 in the Uni 
ve e. 


— 


